CONFERENCES, CRITIQUES AND REFERENCES 
ON THE SUBJECT OF 
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SCHOOLS: 


THE COLEMAN REPORT 




In response to the March 1981 draft of Public and Private Schools by James 
Coleman, Thomas Hoffer, and Sally Kilgore, a series of analyses of the work 
appeared in the form of conferences, critical papers, and news stories 
throughout the media. This document, containing an extensive listing of 
commentary on the study, may serve as a reader's guide to the literature on this 
subject. Included are discussions of major substantive issues, reanalyses of 
the basic data, and examinations of technical problems of the study as well as 
news stories, editorials, and other commentary. Though not exhaustive, every 
attempt has been made to include the most important items. Three categories 
have been used in this presentation: conferences, critiques, and references. 

In many cases, placement in a category was decided rather arbitrarily. In an 
effort to make this document as helpful to the reader as possible, entries In 
each section have been listed in chronological order. In this way, the reader 
can more easily see how emphasis on different topics shifted as the controversy 
over the Coleman study unfolded. 



I. (kmferences 


National Center for Education Statistics Ptollcy S eminar . s ®Slmt Do lie Knew About 
Private Schools?” Sponsored by the Na tional Center for Kdiirai-tnn 
Statistics in cottjwaetisse with the Horace t fam Learning Center, nppaT-t-mPTit 
of Education, April 1981. 1/ 


Speakers: 

Coleman, Janes S. , Public and Private Schools. 

Greeley, Andrew, MIi»iraiiy Students in Nathalie Secondary Schools . 


Discussants : 

Ayars, Albert 
Breneman, David W. 
Erickson, Donald A. 
Finn, Chester E. , Jr. 


Olivas, Michael 
Page, Ellis B. 
Ravitch, Wane 
Thomas, Gail 


American Educational Research Association. Invited Address, Session 16.08, 1981 
Annual Meeting, "Public and Private Schools," April 1981. 2/ 

Speaker: 

Coleman, James S., Public and Private Schools. 


Discussants : 

Braddock, Jomills H. II 
Cronbach, Lee J. 

Heyns, Barbara L. 


"Methodological Considerations Affecting the Credibility of Conclusions: The 
Instance of Three Conflicting Studies on Public and Private Schools." 
Conference sponsored by the National Institute of Education, Department of 
Education, July 1981. 3/ 

Chair: 

Antonoplos, Daniel P. 


Participants : 

Abramowitz, Susan 
Baker, Eva 
Boruch, Robert 
Braddock, Jomills H, 
Bryk, Anthony 
Coleman, James S. 
Cooley, William 


Duran, Richard 
Forbes, Roy 
Gephart, William J 
II Hannaway, Jane 
Kilgore, Sally 
Light, Richard 
Linn, Robert 
Madow, William 


Migdail, Sherry 
Miller- Jones , Dalton 
Modu, Chris 
Olneck, Michael 
Porter, Andrew 
Scriven, Michael 
Searls, Donald 
Walberg, Herbert 


1 / Copies of transcript available from Educational Resources Information Center, 
Central ERIC, National Institute of Education, Washington, D.C. 20208. 

2/ Tape recording of session available from SPEEDS TAPE, PO Box 39053, Denver, 
Colorado 80239. 

3/ For information on availability of tape recording or transcript of 
conference, contact Dr. Daniel P. Antonoplos, National Institute of 
Education, U.S. Department of Education, Washir^txwi, D.C. 20208. 
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'Report of the Meeting of a S^aisl to Wmnh ew the Statistical Methodology of the 
Report Malic and Friwte Sdhsols ^ 38 ®gRfelistel report. GomdLttee oa 
National 'Statistics 9 IfetxionaT - Acadeaiy of Sciensees (Washington, D.C.), July 
1981 (meeting), Septeatar 1581 (report). 4/ 

Moderator: QlMn, 

Review panel: 

FLeriberg, Stephen E. Madtow, William G. 

Hansen, Morris H. Rubin, Donald B. 

Jones, Lyle V. Singer, Burton H. 


4/ Report available from Statistical Information Office, National Center for 
Education Statistics, 1001 Presidential Building, 400 Maryland Ave. , SW. , 
Washington, D.C. 20202. 
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Forum , April 1981. 

Conmentators : 

Campbell, Donald Krathwohl, David 

Grain, Robert L. Mjcnane, Richard J. 

Kirst, Michael W. Ravitch, Diane 

Klitgaard, Robert Thomson, Scott D. 

Goldberger, Arthur S., "Coleman 'Goes Private (in Public ),' 1 Unpublished paper 
(draft) , Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences , Stanford , 
Ca. (May 1981). 

Ravitch, Diane, "The Meaning of the New Coleman Report," Phi Delta Kappan 62 
(June 1981), pp. 718-720. aL ~ 

Olneck, Michael, "Are Private Schools Better Than Public Schools?: A Critique 
of the Coleman Report," University of Wiscons in-Madison, Institute for 
Research on Poverty, Focus 5 (Summer 1981), pp. 1-19. 

Steelman, James B. , Stephen P. Chilton, and K. Forbis Jordan, "An Analysis of 
Public and Private Schools (The New Coleman Report)," LB 1603, 
Congressional Research Service, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. 
(August 1981). 

Page, Ellis B. and Timothy Z. Keith, "Effects of U.S. Private Schools: A 
Technical Analysis of Two Recent Claims," Educational Researcher 10 
(August/September 1981), pp. 7-17. “ — 

Coleman, James S. , "Response to Page and Keith," Educational Researcher 10 
(August/September 1981), pp. 18-20. ~~ 

Page, Ellis B., "The Media, Technical Analysis, and the Data Feast: A Response 
to Coleman," Educational Researcher 10 (August/September 1981), pp. 21-23. 

Caldwell, Peggy, "Walking the Perilous Line Between Research and Politics " 
Education Week 1 (September 7, 1981), p. 7. 

Finn, Chester E. , Jr., 1 'Trashing the Coleman Report," Education Week 1 
(September 7, 1981), p. 24. 

Noell, Jay, "The Inpact of Private Schools When Self-Selection Is Controlled: A 
Critique of Coleman's Public and Private Schools ," Unpublished paper 
Office of Planning, Budget, and Evaluation, Department of Educat ion , 
Washington, D.C. (September 1981). 

Morris, Lorenzo, '"What Do We Know About Private Schools': A Critical Analysis 
of the NCES Seminar on the Coleman Report." Institute for the Study of 
Educational Policy (Howard University, Washington, D.C.), ISEP Monitor. 
September 1981. * 
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Hiseo, "Dors ten, B9 Q>laBSBi II - Arotter Case of Politics onrl the Pr ofea sors " 
®»hfge 13 (Septea&er 1981), pp. 11-12. ' ' '"" s ' 

fe'eoensii, tevid ¥. , "toleuan II and the Credibility of Social S cience Research." 
Chagae 13 (Septate: 1981), p. 13. 

Erickson, Donald A. , 'Hie Superior Social Climate of Private Schools," Momentum 
11 (October 1981), pp. 4-8. 

Elfbrd, George, "Self Selection: First a Flaw, Then a Finding," Momentum 11 
(October 1981), pp. 8-10. 

Sweet, David, "School Effectiveness and Parental Choice of Riblic and Private 
Schools," Efomentum 11 (October 1981), pp. 11-13. 

Coleman, James S., "Qjality and Equality in American Education: Public and 
Catholic Schools," Phi Delta Kappan 63 (November 1981) , pp. 159-164. 

Four Responses to Coleman, Phi Delta Kappan 63 (November 1981), pp. 164-168. 

Kirst , Michael W. , "The Rationale for Public Schools." 

Braddock, Jomills H. II, "Quality and Equality: Compatible or 
Incompatible Goals?" 

Warner, Carolyn, "Choice Is the Central Issue." 

Smith, Donald H. , "Finding Beacons of Success." 


"Report Analysis, Public and Private Schools," Harvard Educational Review 51 
(November 1981), pp. 483-545. Commentary By: 

Mumane, Richard J., "Evidence, Analysis, and Unanswered Questions." 

Braddock, Jomills H. II. "The Issue Is Still Equality of Educational 
Opportunity." 

Bryk, Anthony S. "Disciplined Inquiry or Policy Arg umen t ? 11 

Finn, Chester E. , Jr., "Why Public and Private Schools Matter." 

Guthrie, James W. and Ami Zusman, "Unasked Questions." 

Heyns, Barbara L. "Policy Implications of the Public and Private 
School Debates." 


Coleman, James S., Thomas Hoffer, and Sally Kilgore, "Questions and 
Answers: Our Response." 
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Goldberger, Arthur S. , arsd Glen G. Gaia, S! Hs& Causal AamLysis of Oogpitl^e 

Outcomes In the Colewasi Report," IMiversity of Misooosim-^fedisca, Institute 
for Research cm Poverty, Msmssioaa Papers, HF#882~81 (DsceA&x 1981). 

Ifevid R. , ' "Responses to Page and Keith, ami Oole®m," Letter to the 
liter, Educational Researdher 11 (January 1982), pp„ 24-25. 

Travers, Robert M. W. , "Responses to Page and Keith, and Coleman," letter to the 
Editor, Educational Research^ 11 (January 1982), p. 25. 



III. teferaoisas 


Cfcfcen* Muriel, "Coleman Cites Private Scteolicg/ 5 Tte Sestet GKc^ j April 3, 


Cornell,, Christopher, '“High Schools/' AP Wire , April 3, 1981. 

**>rgan, Ean s 5 “Private High Schools Are Better than Piklic, Study Gmcludes" 

The Washington Post , April 3 S 1981. 

"Private Schools tolled Better Bwironment for Students to Learn," The 
Washington. Star , April 4, 1981. 

Morgan, Dan, "Puss over Public vs. Private Schools is Fueled by Federal 
Studies," The Washington Post , April 4, 1981. 

Cohen, Muriel, "Educators Rap Study of Schools," The Boston Globe, April 6, 

1.981. 

Gilliam, Dorothy, "Policies for Destroying the Public Schools," The Washington 
Post , April 6, 1981. ‘ 26 

"New 'Coleman' Report Contests Myths about Private Schools," Education USA, 
April 6, 1981. 

"Private Schools Better than Public Schools, Study Says," Education Daily, 

April 6, 1981. L 

"Public Schools, Private Schools," The Washington Post , April 7, 1981. 

"School Debate," AP Wire , April 7, 1981. 

Hechinger, Fred M. , "New Coleman Study Adds to Controversy over Thition Credit," 
The New York Tines , April 7, 1981. 

Dannemeyer, Hon. William E. , "Tuition Tax Credits, Vouchers, and the Coleman 
Study," Congressional Record, April 7, 1981. 

Benjamin, Robert, "Report Calling Private High Schools Superior Draws Fire at 
Conference," The Sun , (Baltimore, Md.), April 8, 1981. 

"A New Coleman Report," Pittsburgh Post-Gazette , April 8, 1981. 

Feinberg, Lawrence, "Author of Report Says Academic Demands, Behavior Determine 
Schools' Qiality," The Washington Post , April 8, 1981. 

Hunter, Marjorie, "New Coleman Study is Defended and Criticized by 500 
Educators," The New York Tines , April 8, 1981. 

"Critics Take Aim at Study Claiming Private Schools Are Better," Education 
Daily , April 9, 1981. 

"Coleman Report II," Wall Street Journal , April 10, 1981. 

"Private Schools, Public Duty," The New York Times . April 10, 1981. 

Shanker, Albert, "Which Coleman Report Do We Believe," Column Advertisement, 

The New York Times , April 12, 1981. 
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Piste, M«saxd B. , "New School Dispute Si 
April 12, 1981. 


tolasan,"' The New York Times. 


’Pbint-Gotmterpoint: tesMixters Refeu£ Goleman," Edtoitim ISA , April 13 , 


Ml 111 Afiua nfcdwwnii <s A #“1«% Du* 4 



Social Scientists Attack His Findings," 
April 13, 1981. 


oj jtuujlj.1; 


romcle oi 


Cynicism for a Scientific 5 Report, 81 National School Boards Association. 

School Board News , April 13, 1981. 

"Schools and Mythology," The Washington Star , April 15, 1981. 

^^Tosn ^ >r: ^ vate Schools Best," Report on Education Research . April 15, 

Coleman, James S. , "It's tow Private Schools Are Better That Counts," Letter to 
the Editor, The New York Times . April 19, 1981. 

Comer, James P. , "Coleman's Bad Report," The New York Times , April 19, 1981. 

Ravitch, Diane, The Way to Make Public Schools Good," The Washington Post, 
April 19, 1981. s — * 

Shankar, Albert, 'Time to Ship Out the Violent Students," Column Advertisement 
me New York Times , April 19, 1981. 1 

Finn, Chester E. , Jr., "Schools: Private vs. Public," Daily News (New York) , 
April 19, 1981. z 

"Can Public Learn from Private?" Time , April 20, 1981. 

"Hie Coleman Report: Researchers Project How $1,000 Increase in Family Income 
Would Affect Private School Enrollment," Education Times , April 20, 1981. 

"High Marks for Private Schools," U.S. News and World Report , April 20, 1981. 

"Researchers Blast Coleman 'Bumper Sticker' Mentality," Education USA, April 20. 

'd Encourage Selection of Private Schools, Coleman Says," Education 
ipril 23, 1981. === 
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Shanker, Albert, “Goal Schools Rat Pressure cm Students,” CoIisies Adiverf 1 sesEsat , 
YJia I2 s:.j York fiaes 1 April 26, 1981. 

Mste s Edtesrd B. , 3E 5ctaol Study Said to Fail to Emphasis Main Point," The few 
York Tiass ., April 26, 1981. ~ ” 

“'Report: Private Schools Better than ftiblic," Itobert Kamsdy Memo rial 
Foundation (^asMngtan, D.C.) , Youth Policy , April 1981. 

Hfediiqger, Fred M. , * 'Professor Coleman's Troubles," The few York Times. May 11, 
198!. — “ 

“Study Praising Private Schools Condemned by Researchers 5 Lawyers 5 Oossaittee 
for Civil Rights Under Law, Federal Education Project (Washington, D.C.), 
Newsletter , May 1981. 

"Coleman Makes Case for Tuition Aid," American Association of School 
Administrators, Federal Focus , fey 1981. 

"Public and Private Schools: How They Ctompare," Americans United for Separation 
of Qiurch and State (Silver Spring, Md.) , Church and State , May 1981. 

Coleman, James S. , "Schools of Thought The New York Times , June 20, 1981. 

"Research Is Always ’Political' in D.C. ," PM Delta Kappan 62 (June 1981) , 
p. 693. ’ 

"Coleman Report Misses the Point," The American School Board Journal 168 (June 
1981) , pp. 8-9. ~~ ' ' 

"Coleman Report Gives Comfort to Proponents of Tuition Tax Credits," The 
American School Board Journal 168 (June 1981) , p. 40. 

Bazar, Joan, "Coleman Study Spurs Policy Debate at AERA," American Psychological 
Association Monitor (June/July 1981) . 

"Once More unto the Breach," American Education (June 1981). 

Wefing, Henry, "Duke Prof: School Study in Error," Durham Morning Herald 
(Durham, N.C.), July 2, 1981. * ~ ’ ' ~~~ 

Shanker, Albert, "Pittsburgh Priest Challenges Coleman," Column Advertisement, 
The New York Times , July 19, 1981. 

"Page Says Coleman Report is Wrong," Report on Education Research, July 22, 

1981. 

Shanker, Albert, "Another Attack cm the Coleman Report," Column Advertisement, 
The New York Times , July 26, 1981. 
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'^Critics Attack Latest Goleman Report," National School Soazds Associatidn, The 
Executive Educator , July 1981. 

Coleman, Janes S. , °®lhe Public Interest and Private Schools," The ItaBhington 
Star , August 2, 1981. - I=B 

Riblic vs. Private School Debate Continues cm Caoitol Hill " Education Daily, 
Septeofcer 17, 1981. ' z - 

8, ColeiMn_Keport__'Just Plain Ellis Page, 88 Phi Delta Kappan 63 (Septenfcer 

1981), p. 74. 

Eldridge, Marie D. , "Missing the Point," tetter to the Editor, The American 
School Board Journal 168 (September 1981), p. 3. 

Eldridge, Marie D. , "Golarae and the NCES," tetter to the Editor, PSii Delta 
Kappan 63 (October 1981), p. 148. 

"Private School Studies Miss Point, Another Says," Education USA , Nbvenber 2, 


